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Embargoed for:  Tuesday, May 12, 2009 – 9:00AM Central Time
As Spring Birds Head North, Petitioners Call on Prime Minister and Premiers 
To Protect the Boreal Forest

60,000 Join in Call to Increase Protection for Breeding Grounds for Billions of Birds 

With spring bird migration in full swing, conservation groups across Canada today will deliver a petition with 60,000 signatures calling for increased protection of Canada’s Boreal Forest.  Canada’s Boreal Forest, often referred to as the “Bird Nursery of the North”, contains the breeding and nesting grounds for billions of migratory birds.  Alarming declines of many bird populations have prompted groups to call for large-scale protection of important bird habitat within the Boreal Forest.  Simultaneous media events are planned in Toronto, Ottawa, and Quebec City, with participation in six other provinces and territories (Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Newfoundland and Labrador, Northwest Territories, Alberta, and British Columbia).   

The petitions support the growing trend by Canadian governments to adopt the principles of the Boreal Forest Conservation Framework. The Framework, developed with some of the world’s leading scientists, calls for the protection of at least 50% of the Boreal Forest and sustainable development practices in the remaining areas.  Signatures were collected via the Save Our Boreal Birds website (www.saveourborealbirds.org), a collaborative effort by more than twenty conservation groups from across Canada, the United States, Central and South America.  
Referring to the recent commitments by Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty and Quebec Premier Jean Charest to protect at least half of the Boreal Forest in their respective provinces, Dr. Jeff Wells of the Boreal Songbird Initiative noted, “There are few places left on earth beyond Canada where governments still have the potential to make this unique contribution to conserving international migratory birds.  Premiers McGuinty and Charest are setting an important precedent and deserve recognition for their global leadership.”   
Philip Penner, Executive Director of the Federation of Alberta Naturalists (FAN), commented “Resource extraction activities, like forestry and the energy sector, threaten the loss of vital environmental attributes in the Boreal if industrial development continues at the current rate. It is imperative that the precautionary principle be used, so that some vestiges of habitat are retained for wildlife. A business as usual approach to development in the Boreal may profoundly alter the region’s forest landscapes and risk regional extinction of woodland caribou and sharp declines in bird populations. Extensive industrial development is already scheduled in the oilsands region of Northeast Alberta, where the petroleum, the tar sands, and the forest industry continue to decimate the Boreal Forest, fragmenting the landscape and destroying wildlife habitat."

"The loss of Alberta's Boreal Forest and the resulting deaths of hundreds of thousands of birds through starvation, elimination of nesting areas and destruction of vital habitat is more than just recreating an Alberta version of Silent Spring. Just imagine the many benefits of the Boreal Forest in Alberta," says Dennis Baresco, FAN president, "The natural capital of all the ecosystem services that the Boreal provides, filtering our air and cleaning our water, should be enough to ensure it’s protection.”

“A new two-part atlas, titled The Last Great Intact Forests of Canada: Atlas of Alberta paints a stark picture of industry's impacts on air, water, land and wildlife within Alberta's forest regions,” said Peter Lee, Executive Director of Global Forest Watch Canada, which recently released the atlas. “There has been an astonishing scale and pace of industrial allocations and disturbances - primarily logging and oil, bitumen and natural gas developments - which have occurred throughout most of the province's forest regions since 1990, but mainly within the province's boreal forests.”

 
"Considering the speed of destruction, real, on the ground protection through strong legislation and realistic funding has to happen now. Once the forest and the birds are gone, they are likely gone forever," says Philip Penner, FAN Executive Director, "and with them, any chance of reversing Alberta's sinking reputation as an environmental-outlaw. It is increasingly important to plan and strike a balance with conservation efforts before development takes place. Strategies for conservation within the oil sands region need to set more ambitious goals for increasing the protected area networks across Northeastern Alberta. The Cumulative Environmental Management Association (CEMA) has put forth a recommended approach for the management of cumulative effects associated with the development and resource use of ecosystems and landscapes titled ‘Terrestrial Ecosystem Management Framework’, it’s a shame the Alberta Government is not putting these tools into action.”

Scientists have also called for protection of Canada’s Boreal Forest in recognition of its importance as the world’s largest carbon storehouse.  Carbon equivalent to 27 years’ worth of the world’s fossil fuel emissions is stored in Canada’s Boreal forest’s lakes, soils, peat lands, and trees, but can be released due to industrial disturbance of these lands.  

For further information and interviews please contact:

Philip Penner (780) 427-8124
Additional Facts and Resources:

All press materials, including boreal bird migration maps, boreal bird decline fact sheet, photos, B-roll, and audio of boreal bird songs, available at:  http://www.borealbirds.org/borealbirdspetition.shtml or contact David Childs, Boreal Songbird Initiative, at 206-956-9040 ext.7
By the numbers:  

· North America’s Boreal Forest represents 25% of the world’s remaining intact forest.  

· Over 300 species breed in Canada’s Boreal Forest.

· Of these, forty land birds and several duck species are facing declines.  Habitat loss is one likely cause.  

· Eighty per cent of North American waterfowl, 63% of finches, and 53% of warblers breed in Canada’s Boreal Forest.

· For at least 96 species, over half of their entire breeding population occurs in the Boreal Forest region. 

· Many Boreal bird species have registered serious declines in recent years. Rusty Blackbirds have declined by 90%, Boreal Chickadees and Evening Grosbeaks by more than 70%, Olive-sided Flycatchers, Bay-breasted and Canada Warblers by over 50% as have the boreal-breeding ducks Surf Scoters and Scaup. 
· Protecting 50% of Alberta’s Boreal would encompass habitat for between 40 and 120 million breeding birds

· Boreal birds are serious economic drivers.  Boreal birds conduct over 5 billion dollars worth of ecological services by pollinating plants and controlling insect pests.
· Sixty million people spend time in North America watching migratory birds and 3.2 million people hunt ducks and geese every year spending tens of billions of dollars annually on travel, lodging and gear.  

· Map of Boreal Birds Flyway – Each fall, billions of birds fly south after breeding and nesting in Canada’s Boreal Forest; for this and other boreal bird maps go to http://www.borealbirds.org/borealbirdspetition.shtml
· Fact sheet on Boreal bird declines - http://www.borealbirds.org/borealbirdspetition.shtml
· Protection of Canada’s Boreal Forest was highlighted in the U.S. Department of the Interior’s State of the Birds Report – http://www.stateofthebirds.org/
